
Foothills Presbytery Meeting #114 
Called Virtual Meeting 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
 

August 8, 2020 
 
 
 

**** 
Supplement 

**** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 | P a g e  
 

COVID-19  
Report from the Stated Clerk 
August 3, 2020 
 
Greetings in Christ,  
 
Our presbytery leadership continues to evaluate the effect COVID-19 is having on our state and 
local communities. The disease continues to spread at the highest level seen since it first 
appeared in South Carolina.  If you want reliable data on the influence of masks and distancing, 
and the projections for incidence, deaths, and peaks in the US (broken out by state and over 
time) click here:   https://covid19.healthdata.org/united-states-of-america 
 
The majority of our congregations continue to find ways to offer virtual worship (YouTube, 
Facebook live, etc.), parking lot worship (some using AM/FM radio), drive through worship, or 
worship on the lawn. One congregation has taken advantage of freeconferencecall.com to 
worship together; another congregation mails (USPS) worship packets to their members. 
Seventeen of our congregations are back in their Sanctuaries for in-person worship. Those 
congregations are using strict measures and check lists to defend members and leaders from 
contracting and spreading the virus. 

 
As you work with your leadership and special COVID-19 committees to talk about ways to 
gather, I urge you and your committees to keep up to date with both state and county 
guidelines. This information changes frequently. Make use of the CDC and DHEC resources and 
recommendations. Be diligent in tracking COVID gating measures (p. 5), and be vigilant in 
assessing risk. 
 
I encourage each congregation to have both a plan and a covenant. A covenant is one way to 
ensure your members are all on board with the same practices of care. Here is a link to a 
covenant adapted from the Wisconsin Council of churches. Sessions can review, make revisions 
to this covenant, approve the covenant, and send to members. It is one way to reflect Paul’s 
words to the people in Corinth: 
 
14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a 
hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. God arranged the 
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the 
body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. God has so composed the body, giving greater 
honor to the part that lacked it, 24  

 
Paul's words, guided by Christ, call us to “shout out” that our love is stronger than any 
pandemic. It is this love that binds us, "so that there may be no division in the body, but that 
the parts may have the same concern for one another" (1 Cor. 12:25).  
 
Grace and peace, in Christ, 
Debbie Foster, Stated Clerk and Presbytery Leader 

https://scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/sc-testing-data-projections-covid-19
https://covid19.healthdata.org/united-states-of-america
https://media.myworshiptimes22.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2020/06/30170044/Reopening-Church-Checklist-for-Churches.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/faith-based.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fphp%2Ffaith-based.html
https://www.scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/php/CDC-Activities-Initiatives-for-COVID-19-Response.pdf
http://covidactnow.org/?s=790144
https://media.myworshiptimes22.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2020/06/30170049/Reopening-Church-Practical-Guide-2020-June.pdf
https://media.myworshiptimes22.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2020/07/31111915/Sample-Covenant-July-2020.pdf
https://media.myworshiptimes22.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2020/07/31111915/Sample-Covenant-July-2020.pdf
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